[Methods of medical geography in the study of the effects of urban factors on the health of the population].
A possible approach to the medico-geographical study of the urban environment has been proposed by the medical geographers of the Institute of Geography of the USSR Academy of Sciences in conjunction with the international research on areas 1.2 and 1.3 of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance. The approach comprised a non-economic assessment of the negative changes in the quality of urban environment under the effect of economic activity. The concept of the territorial anthropological-ecological system (TAES) was a theoretical prerequisite to its application. Elaboration of the method to evaluate the adverse effects of man on the urban environment according to the health criterion included development of evaluation algorithm, special questionnaire for interviewing the population, data processing, and result interpretation. The method elaborated for the towns of the Kursk model region was tested during the assessment of changes in the atmospheric air quality under the industrial and transport influences.